
Pass the 
Prevention Package!

Prevent Child SExual abuse in MA SChools
Require CSA Prevention

Education & Policies 
H.4538 and S.405

Screen School Employees to
Prevent Hiring Abusers

H.4538

prohibit age of consent as
a defense for  child

sexual abuse by Adults in
Positions of Authority

S.152, S.1163 and H.4538

H.4538: Require Massachusetts schools and youth organizations to educate
employees and students about how to prevent child sexual abuse by adults and
respond to problematic sexual behaviors of children, and to adopt a “Code of Conduct”
prohibiting boundary-violating behaviors by adults. 
S.405: Requires all mandated reporters employed by schools and youth-serving
organizations to receive biennial training on child sexual abuse prevention,
identification, and reporting.

Requires screening of potential school employees for histories of sexual misconduct
through questions about past misconduct investigations and adverse license actions,
required reference checks including whether the applicant was the subject of a misconduct
investigation, and written authorization of the application of disclosure by current and past
employers of the applicant’s conduct. 

S.152: Ensures that youth under 19 (or under 22 if special needs) would no longer be able to
consent legally to sexual relations with an adult in a position of authority or trust in a school or other
institution. Those adults would no longer be able to the claim age of consent (16) as a defense in a
civil action. 
S.1163: Imposes criminal penalties on adults in positions of authority, including caregivers, school
employees, coaches, etc. who sexually abuse minors (under 18) in their care. 
H.4538: Criminalizes sexual misconduct and abuse by school employees in positions of authority
or trust over the age of 21 with students over the age of 16, closing the “age of consent loophole”.
Consent is not a defense in these situations. Increased penalties are specified for sexual
misconduct and abuse with students under the age of 16. 
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